
a column in his newspaper 
featuring a different postcard 
each week with a brief expla-
nation of the cardôs history, 
the view on the front of the 
card and any personal mes-
sage written on the back of 
the card. 
     In 2003 Bushnell released 
his first book, Historic Post-
cards of Old Kansas City, a 

112 page coffee table book 
showcasing nearly 70 old 
Kansas City postcards. He 
has been a frequent guest 
lecturer at the Kansas City 
Museum as well as a guest 
on Walt Bodineôs show on 
KCUR Public radio in Kansas 
City. Bushnell has also been 
a frequent guest on Charles 
Feruzzaôs Anything Goes 

show on KKFI Community 

     Michael Bushnell moved 
from suburban Parkville to 
the Historic Northeast area of 
Kansas City in 1990. He was 
elected President of the Scar-
ritt Renaissance Neighbor-
hood in 1993 and served in 
that capacity until 2001 (a 
position to which he was re-

elected in 2005, serving 
through 2008). 
     In 1998 Michael and his 
wife Chris purchased The 
Northeast News, and trans-
formed the lagging weekly 
ñshopperò into a viable, award 
winning weekly journal of 
events in and around Kansas 
Cityôs urban core.  
     Since his move to the 
Scarritt neighborhood, Bush-
nell has been an avid collec-
tor of antique Kansas City 
postcards. What began as a 
side trip to a local antique 
store has turned into a pas-
sion for documenting Kansas 
City history through the use 
of old postcards. Tapping his 
vast collection of over 3,000 
unduplicated views of old 
Kansas City, Bushnell began 

March 20ñMichael BushnellñHistorian, Writer and Collector  

March 20ñLuncheon Menu at McCoyõs 

     Join your friends 
at McCoy's, 424 West-
port Road, the site of 
the Harris House Ho-
tel. 
 
     Luncheon and 
Meeting.  
12:00PMðSocializing 
12:30PMðLuncheon 
Followed by short 
meeting and featured 
speaker Michael Bush-
nell.  
  
Parking:  Parking is on 
the north side of 
McCoy's or in the lot 

south of Kelly's. 
  
Reservations are due March 10 in the 
amount of $20 and MUST BE PAID IN AD-
VANCE.  Pay by check or call the Harris 
House at 816-561-1821 and put on a credit 
card. No reservations or payment accepted 
at the door. 
 
Luncheon Menu:  

House salad w/ homemade dressing 

BBQ Brisket w/ 

mashed pota-
toes  

Seasonal Vege-

tables 

Apple Cobbler 
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Guidelines for achieving a 
correct 1850ôs-1860ôs im-
pression.  
 
Saturday, March 13, 2010   
 
     Please join us for this 
very special workshop.  We 
will explore the various gar-
ments worn by women and 
children of the 1850s and 
1860s and explain the practi-
calities of such garments.  
You will experience the fash-
ionable ideal of the era and 
learn how modern day living 

historians may achieve this 
look with minimal effort and 
expense.  Handouts contain-
ing the basics covered and 
sources for further study and 
acquisition will be provided 
for your later reference. 
     The workshop will be 
presented by JoAnn Barber 
and Belinda Canaday, two 
ladies who are active living 
historians specializing in the 
correct historical impression 
of the mid-Victorian era. 
     The workshop is from 
10:00am until 5:00pm at the 
1855 Harris-Kearney House, 

4000 Baltimore, Kansas City, 
MO.  Cost is $10.00 per per-
son and includes registra-
tion, materials, and lunch.   
Registration form is at-

tached.  
     If you have questions, 
please call 
913-648-
0952. 

murals (actually one 5-by-
125 foot mural spanning two 
walls) for Sears in the 1940s.  
The store later donated them 
to the library where they 
remained on display for 40 
years.  Library officials say 
they are in storage at the 
Central Library for now along 
with two other MacMorris 
murals that once hung in the 
previous downtown branch.  
Board president Jonathan 
Kemper said there are no 

     In the February 19, 2010 
issue of The Kansas City 
Star, the ñWatchdogò tackles 
the question of whatever 
happened to the beautiful 
Daniel MacMorris murals 
that used to be in the Kan-
sas City Public Library at the 
Plaza branch before it was 
torn down and relocated to 
the office building in the 
same location. 
     MacMorris painted the 
ñHistory of Old Westportò 

plans to put them back up 
because they portray a 
dated view of history and 
would need restoration and 
reinterpretation.   
     If you would like to see 
some historic murals that are 
still in use, you can go to the 
post office that is located 
inside Union Station.  

Victorian SecretsñA workshop for women ñMarch 13, 2010 

òOld Westportó Murals are History . . . For now 

The Victorian Man ñA workshopñ March 14, 2010 

and learn how modern day 
living historians may achieve 
this look with minimal effort 
and expense.  Handouts 
containing the basics cov-
ered and sources for further 
study and acquisition will be 
provided for your later refer-
ence. 
     The workshop will be 
presented by Greg 
Higginbotham, who is an 
active living historian spe-
cializing in the correct histori-
cal impression of the Victo-

rian era. 

     The workshop is from 
10:00am until 5:00pm at the 
1855 Harris-Kearney House, 
4000 Baltimore, Kansas City, 
MO.  Cost is $10.00 per per-
son and includes registra-
tion, materials, and lunch.   
Registration 
form is at-
tached. 
     If you 
have ques-
tions, please 
call 913-648
-0952. 

 
Guidelines for achieving a 
correct 1850ôs-1860ôs im-
pression.  
                                                    
Sunday, March 14, 2010   
 
     Please join us for this 
very special workshop.  We 
will explore the various gar-
ments worn by men of the 
1850s and 1860s and ex-
plain the practicalities of 
such garments.  Come and 
experience the civilian and 
military fashions of the era 

Corporate 
Sponsors:  

 
Kellyôs Irish Brigade 

 

 
 

 

The Kansas City 
Public Library  

 
 
Please support these 
fine corporate 
sponsors !  
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Free at Last: A History of 
the Abolition of Slavery 
Exhibition Presented by 
the Gilder Lehrman Insti-

tute Begins U.S. Tour  

 
During the month of June the 
Westport Historical Society 
will be hosting this traveling 
exhibit at the Harris-Kearney 
House from the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of Ameri-

can History.  

  
     New York, NY 
(September 8, 2009)ðThe 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American Historyôs national 
touring panel exhibition, Free 
at Last: A History of the Abo-
lition of Slavery in America, 
visits five sites this fall in-
cluding Hanover College in 
Hanover, Indiana; Truman 
State University in Kirksville, 
Missouri; the Cumberland 
County Library in Bridge-
town, New Jersey; the Un-
derground Railroad Museum 
at the Belmont Mansion in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Gettysburg College in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
The exhibition draws visitors 
into an interaction with the 
history of the abolition move-
ment through the end of 
slavery, offering the chance 
to consider racism in Amer-
ica today through the lens of 

its complex historical con-
text. 
     Free at Last: A History of 
the Abolition of Slavery in 
America investigates the 
question of how slavery in 
America developed into an 
institution, and how it came 
to be condemned as it di-
vided the nation during the 
Civil War. Visitors can ex-
plore an early fragment of 
Abraham Lincolnôs ñHouse 
Dividedò speech, letters by 
abolitionists and slaves, and 
personal letters from soldiers 
who fought in the Civil War. 
Views of these rare docu-
ments, previously unavail-
able to the public nationally, 
are accompanied by photo-
graphs, broadsides, and 
other images, give a rare 
opportunity for adults and 
youth alike to experience the 
abolition of slavery and con-
template the challenging 
legacy of slavery in America. 
     Free at Last: A History of 
the Abolition of Slavery in 
America focuses on the 
Founding Era, Slave Resis-
tance, Slavery and the Law, 
Abolition, Abraham Lincoln 
and Emancipation, and Afri-
can Americans in the Civil 
War. Curated by David Brion 
Davis, Sterling Professor of 
History at Yale University, 
and James Oliver Horton, 

Benjamin Banneker Profes-
sor of American Studies at 
George Washington Univer-
sity, this national touring 
exhibition is made possible 
by funding from the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute, with addi-
tional support from the Jacob 
G. Schmidlapp Trusts. 
     Founded in 1994, the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History actively 
promotes the study and love 
of American history. The 
Institute serves teachers, 
students, scholars, and the 
general public in creating 
history-centered schools, 
organizing seminars and 
programs for educators, pro-
ducing print and electronic 
publications and traveling 
exhibitions, sponsoring lec-
tures by eminent historians, 
and administering a History 
Teacher of the Year Award 
in every state.  The Institute 
awards the Lincoln, Freder-
ick Douglass, and George 
Washington Book Prizes, 
and offers fellowships for 
scholars to work in the Gilder 
Lehrman Collection. The 
Institute maintains two award
-winning websites, 
www.gilderlehrman.org and 
the quarterly online journal 
www.historynow.org. 

 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History ñComing in June 2010 

ñThe exhibition 
draws visitors 
into an 
interaction with 
the history of the 
abolition 
movement 
through the end 
of slavery, 
offering the 
chance to 
consider racism 
in America today 
through the lens 
of its complex 
historical 
context.ò 
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Farewell to Miriam Watkins  

     The Westport Historical 
Society was saddened to 
hear of the death of Miriam 
Watkins on February 2, 2010.  
Miriam was a longtime mem-
ber of the Society and was 

such a loyal supporter of our 
activities and goals.  She was 
also active in the auxiliary of 
the Military Officers Associa-
tion, the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the 
PEO Sisterhood, the Sherlock 
Holmes Society, and was an 

avid crafter.  

      We extend our condo-
lences to her family and her 
close friends, Robin Shore 

and Janet Perry. 

 

More Candlelight Tour 

Photos 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.historynow.org/

